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Sweet Child 0: Mine 


Author's Notes: 

Warning: This story contains suicide, sex, LGBI+ relationships, licit and ilicit drugs, and some other sensitive 
topics. 

(| don't know what Het means, | just choose it because | had to) 


Side note: I'm not from the USA, so, if | do some mistake, please, fell free to correct me. 


In every chapter, l'm going to let some songs suggestion For the chapter |: Sweet Child O' Mine by Guns N' 
Roses. 


Thanks a lot for the attention 


Surtill farm, Indiana, 1112 


In a vast wheat field, covered by the orange glow of the sunset, a little girl with her braided black hair and 
using a flannel shirt chases an all white goat cub. Distracted by the chase and her own laughs, she bumps into 
something that she couldn't even distinguish before falling into the ground and scraping her right knee. 


- But what the..? 


The little girl looks up and faces a redhead boy with blue eyes, he seems the same age as her and wears a 


denim overalls with a brown plaid shirt. 


- Im sorry. Did you get hurt? 


The little boy extends his hand while asking worriedly. 


- M-My knee. 


The little girl responds with some tears in her eyes. The boy crouches and blows the scraped knee of the girl. 


- |'m sorry. | didn't mean to hurt you. 


He says crestfallen. 


- Don't worry! It's not your fault. 


The little girl smiles at him in a sweet way. 


- But, tell me, who are you? 


- My name is Willian Bruce Rose Jr, but you can call me Will. I'm ten years old. What about you? 


The little boy returns the smile and sits next to the girl. 


- l'm Maria Ruby Peres Gardner, but you can call me Ruby. I'm ten years old too. 


- We have giant names. 


The little boy laughs. 


- It's true. - she smiles too - Do you live close by, Will? 


- No, but my father is going to buy this farm, so I'll live here. 


The redhead little boy talks with a smile. 


- Oh, so its your family who's going to buy the farm? | live here. 


The brunette litle girl says with a sad tone. 


- Yes. Well, when my father buys the house, where will you gonna live? 


- | don't know yet, | just know that | can't take Daisy with me. 


The little girl lowered her head and spoke in a tearful voice. 


- Who's Daisy? 


The little redhead takes a piece of straw and starts to rip it. 


- My goat cub. By the way, did you see her around? She's all white and was running away from me. 


The boy laughs. 


- So, that's why you were running? 


- Yeah. 


"Meeeh" 


- | think she's here. 


Daisy gets closer to them and Ruby holds her in her lap. 


- Say 'hi' to Will, Daisy. 


Ruby says while smiling. 


- Nice to meet you, Daisy. 


Will pets Daisy's head. 


"WILLIAAAAAM" 


A grown masculine voice calls him. 


- Oh, it's my father, | gotta go. Bye, Ruby! Bye, Daisy! 


Will talks while getting up. 


- Bye, Will! 


They wave to each other before Will runs back to the farm house. 


Flashback On 


A man wearing a gray tuxedo and holding a briefcase approached the house. 


"Knock knock" 


The man with brown hair knocked on the wood door. A few seconds later, a sir wearing a red plaid shirt, denim 


pants and boots opened the door. 


- Good afternoon, may | help you? 


- Good afternoon. Are you Mr. Benjamin Gardner? 


- You better believe. - he said with his useful good humor - But you can call me Ben. What about you? 


- John McClain, government official. 


John extended his hand to greet him. Ben greeted him back with a handshake and a distressed face. 


- Government? What is it about? 


- We found in the government records that you asked for a loan last year. Right? 


John opened his briefcase and took a paper from inside the object. 


- Yes, | did because of last year's drought. 


- Ok Well, we have an update about this loan. The government increased the debt tax by twenty percent, this 


is due to the war, as you may suppose. 


- But if the tax increases, | won't be able to pay it even if | sell twice the harvest. 


Ben asked while frowned. 


- That's why I've been sent here. The government has an offer, we buy your farm and the bill is over, or you 


can choose to keep the payment, but the chances of an eviction notice are high. 


Ben took a deep breath. 


- | won't be able to pay for it. | can't hire more people to help me with the harvest. Is there another way? 


- We're in a hurry, you know, things in Vietnam seem to be not that good, its an emergency state. If you 
choose to sell your farm, we're gonna take care of every legal aspect. We already have possible buyers and, of 


course, we're going to provide a house for you and your family as a compensation. 
going To p y Y M P 


Ben got paralyzed after getting the paper from John's hand, 


"The document has the government seal". Ben observed the detail printed on the white paper. 


- lm sorry. 


John took the paper back from Ben's hand and put it on his briefcase. 


- |... | guess | don't have a choice. 


Ben had a vacant look. 


- Great! In a few days, an advocate is going to contact you. 


- Alright. 


Was everything Ben could say. Ben was completely stunned, barely couldn't hear John 


- Well, | have to go now. See you soon, Mr. Gardner. 


= Goodbye. 


John departed and left Ben disoriented. 


- Dad! Dad! Who was the man at the door? 


The little brunette girl with green eyes approached the man 


- A government official, Ruby. 


- What was he doing here? 


- We have to sell the farm and go to live in another place, sweet child. 


The man gave a gentle head rub on the top of the little girl's head while sighing heavily. 


- Are we going to move? 


Ruby widened her eyes. 


- Yes, but I'm sure we're going to a nice place. 


Ben said while crouched to the height of his daughter and opened a big forced smile trying to cheer up the 
girl. 


Flashback Off 


Ruby stands up with difficulty and walks to her home. 


- Hey, dad! Those people are the buyers? 


The little girl sits on the porch chair. 


- Yes, sweet child The advocate just told me where we're gonna live. 


Ruby shrugs and lowers her head. 


- And where do we go now? 


- Oh, don't be sad, sweet child, it's nearby. We're going to Lafayette. 


Ben speaks with a large smile on his face. It makes the little girl show a weak smile. 


- | saw you talking with the redhead little boy. Is he your new friend? 


- Oh, Will? He's cool. 


- Its good that you made a new friend. He's gonna take good care of Daisy and you can visit them. 


Ruby finally opens a large smile, but it lasts a few seconds, because the litle girl feels a twinge on her injured 


knee. 


- Again, Ruby? Don't move, l'm gonna bandage your little ‘adventure’. 


Both of them laugh. 


One month later 


- I'm gonna miss you, Daisy. 


Ruby hugs her little goat cub while tears wet your face. 


- Let's go, Ruby! We have a long walk to the bus stop. 


Ben crouches and touches Ruby's shoulder. 


- Hey, don't worry, sweet child, Will is gonna take good care of her. 


The little girl let Daisy and hugs her father. 


- You're right, dad. 


They wake up and start to walk on the road towards the bus stop. 


- Speaking of Will, when are they going to move? 


Ruby holds his hand. 


- Michael, the advocate, said they're gonna arrive today. 


- Oh, well, Daisy is not gonna feel alone. 


- Don't worry with Daisy, Michael is gonna stay with her while Will and his family don't arrive. While it... 


Ben climbs on the curb on his left side. 


- | dare you to walk without falling! 


Ruby let go of his hand and climbs the curb behind him. 


- Look, dad, I'm doing it! 


Ben gets off the curb and put his attention towards Ruby on time to get her when the girl loses her balance 


amid laughter. 


The bus trip lasts a few hours. Ben and Ruby arrive at night in Lafayette. The man takes a piece of paper 
from his pocket with the address of their new house and leaves. In a few minutes, they're in front of the 


indicated place. 


- À liquor store? 


The confusion on both minds is inevitable. Ben checks the paper in his hand several times, but the address 
matches the writing. 


- Um.. Sweet child, | think Michael got confused with the address, let's find a telephone to call him? 


The man speaks with a smile on his face trying to exude calmness. 


- Let 's gol 


Ben buys some telephone tokens at the liquor store and, after that, they walk to a phone booth. The man takes 
the phone off the hook, puts the tokens on the indicated place, takes again the paper on his pocket and twists 
the phone roulette until the number is complete. 


- Motel Paradise, good evening, how can | help you? 


- Motel Paradise? Isn't it the government agriculture department number? 


A big laugh could be heard from the other side of the line. 


- Government? | think you made a mistake. 


- Yeah, | think so. Im sorry. 


- No problem. 


Ben tries to disguise with a laugh. Slowly, he puts the phone back to the hook and breathes heavily while 
closing his eyes. 


"This is why he was always on the farm and | didn't have time to call him". 


The man thinks. 


- What happened, dad? When are we going to our new house? 


Ruby's voice sounds like a knife on his chest. He stays in silence for a few seconds until he has an idea to 


distract her. 


- Want to take some ice cream, sweet child? 


She opens a big smile. 


- Let's gol 


Ben and Ruby go to an ice cream parlor. The man takes a few cents from his wallet and buys a cone for the 
girl. After that, both of them sits on a bench and stay there until Ruby finishes her ice cream. In the whole 


moment, Ben tries to find a solution for the problem, but his head simply cannot focus. 


- Dad, I'm sleepy! 


The girl scratched her eyes with the back of her hands. 


- The trip was tiring, wasn't it, sweet child? Take a rest on my lap, soon we'll be at home. 


The little girl lays her head on the lap of her father and falls asleep very quickly. Ben closes his eye and 
breathes heavily. 


"That's why he only gave me enough money for the tickets and some snacks. Damn bastard!" 


The man connects the pieces. 


Noticing that his daughter sleeps calmly, Ben let some tears fall while he's with head down and watch the girl. 


"What can | do now? Where do | take you? God, help me! I'm lost”. 


When he finishes his prayers, Ben listen to the voice of a little girl. 


- Dad, look! There's a man crying over there! 


Ben raises his head, your fogged vision sees two figures, a big and a little. 


"Thanks, God!" 


He whispers. 


Cause everybody's gotta pay their dues and | explained 
that | overpayed them 


Author's Notes: 
This chapter recommendation song is Cause by Sixto "the sugar man" Rodriguez 


The little girl points to Ben. She's Asian and seems to be the same age as his daughter. The man beside her is 
also asian. Ben raises his eyes full of hope. 


- Excuse me, do you need help? 

The man says while approaching Ben. 

- In the name of God, help mel | need a place to stay just for tonight. For my daughter. 
His voice tone and eyes are full of supplication 

- Won't you leave them on the street, right, dad? 

The little girl speaks while looking at the man. He breathes heavily. 

- Of course not. Come on, | have a place for you to stay tonight. 

Ben wipes his tears and wakes up Ruby touching her shoulder. 

- Sweet child, get up. We're going to a friend's house Tonight, but tomorrow we're going home. 
The sleepy girl wakes up with Ben 

- Hi, my name is Zoe. What's your name? 

The little asian girl runs to Ruby and presents herself. 

- Hi Zoe, my name is Ruby! 

Both girls start to walk together while their fathers stay some steps behind. 


- Thank you very much.. Hum, what's your name? 


Ben asks. 

- Derek Liu. And yours? 

- Ben Gardner. 

They greet each other with a handshake. 


- Please, explain to me, what happened for you to be homeless and cry on a bench? A man never cries for 


nothing. It has to be something strong. 

Ben sighs. 

- Basically, | got scammed. A man appeared at my farm saying he was from the government, somehow he 
knew | asked for a loan last year. He told me the taxes would increase and that | needed to pay it in three 
months or else | would receive an eviction notice. | had to sell the farm. | have no money because we spent 
everything we could to save my wife from cancer, but it didn't work. - His voice got weak - Soon a buyer 
appeared, we signed the papers and the advocate promised me a new house here in Lafayette. | was supposed 
to receive the rest of the money into installments. 


- But the contract might have some clause forcing the payment, right? 


- To tell you the truth, | didn't understand the contract. It had many difficult words and | trusted the 


advocate. 

"Well, there's a saying that country people are ingenious’. 

Derek thinks. 

- But as soon as | get the money, I'll recover my farm. It won't take a long time. 
Ben tries to be positive. 

- And what about the rest of your family? Can someone help you? 


- | don't think so. My wife was an illegal immigrant from Mexico and my family hated that | got married to 
her. We haven't talked since then. 


This hits Derek right on the heart. He knows exactly what it is to be an immigrant. 


- Look, the place where you're gonna stay is upstairs in my apartment. My wife and | were planning to rent it. 


You can stay and you pay me the rent when you get a job. 


Ben felt heartwarming. 
- Only God knows how grateful | am. I'm gonna find a job tomorrow, | promisel 


The four of them keep walking to Derek and Zoe's house. When they arrive, Ben and Ruby are presented to 


miss Nancy, Zoe's mother and Derek's wife. Ben and Ruby are allocated upstairs and can rest from the trip. 
Two months later 


Ben got a job as a janitor at Liu's restaurant. He could pay the rent and saved enough money to go back to the 


farm. 


He wakes up like everyday, but he won't rest that Sunday, like he did for the past two months. He takes a taxi, 
goes to the bus station, buys a ticket and starts the trip. 


As soon as he's in his previous home, he sees Michael, the advocate. 

- | was hoping to meet that stupid redhead, but finding you is better. Where's my damn money? 
Ben holds the man by his collar and forces him against the wall, making the wood crack 

- There's no money for you, fool. 

Michael laughs and gets punched. 


- You can beat me whenever you want, you signed the contract abdicating to receive any money for the 


farm. 

Ben punches Michael one more time. 

- The law is by my side, your effort is useless. 

- Law? You lied that you're from the government! The law can't free a liar. 
Michael laughs with your bleeding mouth. 


- There's no way you can prove our lies, there's nothing about it on the contract. The paper says you donate 


the farm by your own free will. 
Ben loosens Michael's collar and turns around to go away. 


- That's why | like country people. 


Michael says before a big laugh. 


Ben bites his tongue to let his sadness become tears and goes away from the farm. He comes back to 


Lafayette on time to make Ruby's breakfast and send her to school. 


After a couple hours, Derek and Nancy notice something weird. Usually, they can hear Ben's footsteps on the 
stairs around an hour after Ruby goes to school, so Nancy decides to go upstairs to see what was happening. 


The woman knocks repetitively on the door, but she hears nothing. So, she decides to enter the apartment. 


Nancy is astonished to the point she falls on the ground, she finds Ben hanged by the neck on a belt tied to 
the roof. 


The woman has her legs frozen, the only sound she can make is a horrible scream that caught her husband's 
attention. The man runs as fast as he can to his wife and can't help but be shocked with what he sees. 


After a moment, the couple calls the police. There's no doubt, Ben got suicide. The ME removed the body and 
the police found a letter right next where Ben was. After an analysis, the police gave the letter to the couple. 


Derek went to the school where Zoe and Ruby studied. He tells the tragic news to Ruby with an enormous pain 


in his heart. The girl cries for a long time until she's more calm to read the letter. 


‘Sweet child, forgive me for being a failure as a father. Since your mother died, | did everything | could fo raise 
you, but | failed because | didn't study and wasn't clever enough. | couldnt recover the farm, it was a punch on the 
stomach that | couldnt handle. | know, | was a coward, a piece of trash Forgive me. My last brave movement was 
only possible because | know youre in good hands with the Liu family. Thanks a lot Derek, Nancy and Zoe. | love 
you, my sweet child, sorry again" 


Now | Go Solo 


Author's Notes: 
For this chapter, | recommend Solo by Jennie (80's version) 


Lafayette, 1180 

POV Zoe 

| woke up feeling really sick for another day and my first activity in the morning was puke. | barely couldn't 
open my eyes before it! I've been this way for about a week and the possibility of being pregnant couldn't be 
ignored. Can you imagine me, pregnant at lb? Hell no! It can't be real. 

After recovering and taking a shower, | got out of the bathroom and saw Ruby on her knees in front of her 
desk. It was a very special day, not only for her, but also for me and my family. Not special in a good way, but 
in a hurtful way. Today is the death anniversary of her father and she was praying in front of a photo of him 
with a candle and a small statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe. She was devoted to this saint because of her 


mother. She would repeat this ritual every year. 


As soon as she finished, she made the cross sign and woke up, staying in front of me. | didn't say a thing, just 
hugged her. 


- He's surely happy to see how much you've grown up. 

| said while squeezing her. 

- | hope so. 

She answered with a tearful voice. 

- Don't you really feel any anger for the people who stole you? 
Ruby sighed and released the hug. 

- | told you to forget this. Hate leads nowhere. 

| rolled my eyes. 


- You being too good makes me furious. 


- And you being so impulsive is gonna bring you problems. 
| sighed while sitting on my bed. 

- You mean more problems, right? 

Ruby seated by my side. 

- Are you sure you're pregnant? 

| just nodded my head. 

- And are you gonna tell him? 

- There's no other way, there is? | told him to meet me at the gym when class starts. 
- Are you gonna skip class again, Zoe? 

Ruby got up with a hand on her waist. 

- Come on, Ruby, this is more important. 

| got up with a hand on my waist too. 

- Ah... | won't say anything anymore. 

- Great! Now that we agree, let's go to school? 


We packed our things, said goodbye to our parents and went to school. 


At the entrance, | just waved a ‘see ya' to Ruby, but she answered rolling her eyes. | couldn't help but laugh, 


of course. 


| went straight to the grandstand. | was about to explode due to my wrecked nerves. Each second felt like a 


thousand years. My legs were shacking and | didn't take my eyes off of the entrance. When he appeared, | felt 


my body to melt, almost fainted. Definitely it wouldn't be easy. 


- Jeffl | need to talk with you. 


He approached with his unbothered aura that attracted me at first, but at that moment, was irritating me 


more than anything. 


- What's so important? 

He sighed and sat down at the bench. 

- |.. | think. No, | don't think, I'm sure that... I'm pregnant. 

Silence. 

| waited for tortuous seconds for some reaction, but he only widened his eyes. 
- You sure? But how? 

- How, Jeff? Do you want me to remember you? 

- Nol It's not that! You got it. 

He standed up. 

- | mean.. There's no way we can have children, we just knew each other. 

- | know, Jeff, | know all that. But I'm freaking out, what are we gonna do now? 
He swallowed hard. 

- | can't do anything. l'm moving this week to somewhere far away. 

- What? Where are you going? 

| raised my voice. 


- You don't need to know. It's better for us to be apart, this baby can't be born Better for me, for you, and 
for this child. - He closed his eyes and turned away from me - Goodbye, Zoe. 


He left me alone. 


| sat at the bench and had no strength to get up, | bursted into tears. In that moment, thousand things went 
through my mind, even to kill myself, but quickly | remembered how painful it is for those who stays. 


"Calm down, Zoe, be a rational person for once." 
| tried to cool down my thoughts. 


"What is the most obvious thing to do now?.. Of course!" 


| ran inside the school and went to Ruby's class window. | threw some little rocks at the glass to make her look 


at me. 

- Come here, | beg. 

| said slowly so she could understand. 

- What? No way, this class is important. 

She said as slowly as me. 

| mocked a crying face putting my hands together like | was praying. 
- Please. 

She sighed and rolled her eyes. 

- To the restroom. 


She said while pointing to the door and | ran to meet her. 


- A PREGNANCY TEST? YOU WANT ME TO BUY A PREGNANCY TEST? 
Ruby yelled at me and | tried to shut her mouth with my hands. 

- Shh, low your voice, for God sakel 

| whispered 

- Please, do me this favor, my dear sister. 


| said with my abandoned dog face that always worked with her. She sighed for the thousandth time on the 
day, but ended up agreeing. 


- Perfect! That's all | needed right now. 
She said sarcastically. 


- Thanks, my beautiful, perfect and marvelous sister! 


| squeezed her in a hug and kissed her cheek She pushed me with a disgusted face. 
- Ok, ok. No kisses. 


- Ok, sweety, no kisses. In return, I'll stay in class for the rest of the day. We will go to a pharmacy as soon 
as we leave school and you buy the test, alright? 


Ruby did the ‘I'm watching you' sign 


We went to class, but who said | could pay attention? | could only look at the clock on the wall. Those stupid 
clock hands didn't make time go fast, it was a torture until | heard the last bell. 


| ran to Ruby, we met at the entrance and walked to the pharmacy. | was outside watching her, she was 
extremely nervous and almost gave up two times, but | cheered her up with my thumbs up and a smile. She 
bought the test and we went home. 

- The cashier stared at me. 


Ruby said with a straight face while giving me the test. 


- Don't worry, he doesn't know you. And if he tells someone, nobody is gonna believe that ‘Miss Perfection’ 
bought a pregnancy test. 


| giggled and she showed me her tongue. 
- Now, do the test! You're making me anxious to see the results. 
She pushed me to the bathroom. 


| opened the box and followed the instructions, | only got out of the bathroom after five minutes, the time 
indicated. | walked from side to side while Ruby was praying seated on the bed. 


"Ring ring" 

The sound of the alarm caught our attention 
| ran to the bathroom and took the test. 

One line. 


| read the instructions again and one line meant negative, but | didn't believe it. My eyes used to trick me when 


lm nervous. | handed the test to Ruby. 


- That's it, negative! 

She said with a smile. 

- Sure? 

| gave her a suspicious look. 
- Can you buy another test? 


Ruby gave me a killer look that made me shiver, but | was relieved to know that | wasn't pregnant. My 


happiness was interrupted by a certain curious mother who opened the door without knocking 
- Why on earth there's a pregnancy test in your hands, Ruby? 

My mom was paralyzed 

| looked desperate at Ruby and she broke the silence. 


- Its for the sexual education class at school. They're teaching us contraceptive methods and teenage 


pregnancy. As you can see, negative, of course! 
Ruby handed the test to mom and she sighed relieved. 


- Phew! My God.. | - she laughed - | believe in you, Ruby, but if it was Zoe holding this test, you'd be 
prepared to buy a ticket flight to throw my body ashes on Yangtze river. 


Ruby laughed. 

- Watch out, girls! Better safe than sorry. 

| was stunned, | stuttered while my mother left us in the room. 
- What the.. My own mother. 

- She 's right! Listen to her, better safe than sorry. 

Ruby said with a serious voice. 

| just sighed relieved. 


- Anyway, how was the conversation with Jeffrey? 


As soon as she asked, my mood went down. 

- The worst ever. He said | should abort because he's moving. 

Ruby covered her mouth with her hands in astonishment 

- My God, that's terrible! He said where's he going? 

- | asked, but got no response. 

- Well, at least you don't need to do something so horrible 

- At least! But, his words were too painful, if | was really pregnant, I'd be only by myself 
| said crestfallen while Ruby was holding my hands. 

- Hey, you're not only by yourselfi Id never let you alone, no matter what happens. 
Ruby smiled at me and | felt calmness. | admire her for smiling even when life hurted her in so many ways. 
- l'm lucky to have you as a sister 

| hugged her. 

- Same. 

She hugged me back 

- But, wait, why were you feeling sick the whole week? 

- | don't know, maybe it was the milk with a weird smell that | drink every night 

Ruby released the hug and looked at me with a disappointed face. 

- What can | say? Empty head! 

- What? It didn't expired. 


We both laughed. 


You gotta move to the city, to the city where it all 
begins 


Author's Notes: 
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Lafayette, 1990 


POV Zack 


| was passing by a small town looking for something to eat. | found a Chinese restaurant and didn't think twice 


about choosing it. It's been a long time since | ate spring rolls. 

As soon as | left the car, it felt like | won the lottery. A beautiful young asian girl greeted me with reverence. 
- Good evening, sir! Be welcome. 

- Thank you! Table for one. 

- Follow me, please. 


She took me to my table and | thought about talking to her at that very moment, but | was so hungry and 
thought it was best to talk about business after the dinner. 


As soon as | sat in the chair, | felt like winning the lottery for the second time. | couldn't believe, another 
beautiful young woman! This time to hand me the menu. She had dark curly hair and the green of her eyes 
were intriguing, the light made them greyish sometimes. 

| ordered my spring rolls and ate them quickly. | waited until the curly hair girl came again to my table. 

- Lady, excuse me, but may | talk with you and the other lady at the entrance? 

She looked at me distrustful. 


- Look, sir, excuse me, but we're here to work, not for those things. 


She said harshly. 


- No, no! This is not the kind of conversation | want to have with you. Even because we might like the same 


things, if you know what | mean. 

| blinked at her and she smirked while blushing. 

- Oh, of course! Well, what is the subject? 

- Business. | have a job opportunity for both of you. 

- Job? Are you thinking that we are this kind of girls? 

She threatened me with her looks while putting her hands on her waist. 
| swallowed hard while fixing my tie. 

- No, not that! There's nothing to do with prostitution. I'm from a model agency. 
- Hm... 

Was everything she said. 

She left me but came back with the beautiful asian girl. 

- How can | help you, sir? 

She asked seriously. 


Wow, the ladies from this town are really hard to deal with! But l'm not surprised, they might listen to the 


most atrocious thing all the time and have this behavior like an armor. 


- My name is Zack Pose, I'm a scout from a model agency. I'm touring the country just to find new faces for 


the agency and both of you have the perfect profile that I'm looking for. 

- No, Ruby. This is bullshit. Thank you very much, but we're not interested, 
This is gonna be hard. 

- Wait! l'm interested. Tell me more about it. 

The other girl kept my hopes up. 


= Ruby? But why? 


- Let him talk, Zoe. 


- Well, the agency name is Star Models, it's in Los Angeles. If you want to search about us, go ahead, it's a 


very know agency. 


When | said Los Angeles, the girl Ruby opened a big smile. | gave them the agency card from the pocket of my 
suit. 


- Here's the phone number, feel free to call if you want the job. If you accept, you're not going to regret it. 
| blinked at them and said goodbye. 


Ruby was already taken, but my feeling was telling me that she'd convince Zoe. If they accept, my job would 


be saved! 

POV Zoe 

- Ruby? Are you really gonna believe in this bald man wearing a red suit? 
| crossed my arms and said wrathfully. 


- Come on, can | dream once in a lifetime? I'm surprised, usually it's you who do crazy stuff while | try to 


make you come to your senses. 
She said while cleaning a table. 


- True! I'm impressed that l'm being prudent this time. But what doesn't impresses me it's the fact that 


you're so naive and expect good intentions from everyone. 

| said while taking some plates from the other table. 

- | don't think Im naive. It's just cool that someone thinks we're beautiful enough to be models. 
- But of course we are! We're the prettiest goddess. 

We laughed. 

- But, really, can you imagine, we at the runways, doing photoshoots? 

She said with a sparkle in her eyes that I've never seen before. 


- That's definitely the least dream | thought you'd have. 


- Well, it's not necessarily a dream, but wouldn't it be nice to wear good clothes, make up and gain money for 


that? 


- You're right, but it's too good to be true! I've heard some stories about girls being scammed and forced to 


be prostitutes, 

- Hell no! - She knocked three times on the wood table. - This is not going to happen, impossible! 
- Fortunately you have me to protect you from the danger. 

| sighed while nodding negatively. She smiled at me. 


- Well, I'm going to keep his card anyway. But know that I'm not going alone, you come with me or we both 


stay here. 
She kept the card in her apron pocket. 


Next day 


| woke up as | always do and went to the kitchen to take my breakfast. Ruby was at the table drinking her 
coffee and reading the newspaper. | passed by, took my coffee mug and saw something that made me freeze. | 
took the newspaper from Ruby's hand and read the title. 

"Los Angeles stars who were born in Lafayette: The youngsters who make our town proud." 

| almost spilled my coffee. 

The title was on the side of a photo of two men, one was a redhead called Axl that I've never seen before and 
the other was Jeff, he was under the name lzzy, but it was definitely him. It's been ten years since the last 
time | saw him, but I'd recognize him anyway. The worst part is that the motherfucker was hot as fuck 

- Ruby, we're gonna accept the job offer from the bald man right now! 

- Good morning to you too, Zoe! Thanks for asking my newspaper before taking it from my hands. 

She said sarcastically. 

- Oh, sorry, but this is really important. 


- But why did you change your mind so suddenly? 


- Look at that! Jeff is in Los Angeles. 


| showed her the newspaper. 
She half closed her eyes to see the photo. 
- Wow, it's really Jeffrey! 


- Yes! That's why he runned away from me! - | sighed slowly - And what about this Axl, the redhead, do you 


know him? 

She pursed her lips trying to remember. 

- Never heard about. 

- Alright, there's no doubt, | wanna go to Los Angeles. 

- Zoe, Zoe! Always impulsive. 

- Where's the card to call for that guy? 

- Its on the desk of the room. 

| ran to the desk, took the paper and called him while listening to the sound of Ruby's laugh. 


- Zack? It's Zoe. Ruby and | accept your offer. 


